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^ttifendmep*s to the Claims 
This listing of claims wHi replace all prior version* and listing, of the claims: 
1.-3. (canceled) 

4. (currently amended) A method for aligning transactional flows within an internet 
exchange portal, comprising Iho ortopo of. 

facilitating an auction on the portal for B miff rf • between 

SellCT; nrn ^ nr kv a, nmti V ti n- « ^ ' ™ to mfhT n nf «iftr*ng data 

nTm 1 m ] T «,, rt*. gn ni nf> i~ »nd the seller ^ for the s^fA^ 

coUeotingJ^ set of smpping data for a contra entered into be^een the buyer 

and seller resulting from foe, mlft of to gppd4b»«ttrtieft; 

soticitmgbids for shipping services for sHmriTir flw as required by the 
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contract; 

receiving a set of shipping bids; and 

selecting abid from the set of bids according to a predetermined set of bid 
evaluation criteria, 

5. (original) Tne mctiod of claim 4 wherein the facilitating step of includes the step of: 

facilitating abusiness-tD-business auction on the portal. 

6. (original) The method of claim 4: 

wHerem the collecting step includes the step of collecting a contract 

consummation event; end 

further comprising the step of billing an auction services fee upon occurrence of 

the event. 

7 (original) "Hie method of claim 4 wherein: 

the oolleeting step includes the step of collecting a bidding-period; and 
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the receiving step further comprising the step of receiving a set of shipping bids 
within the bidding-period. 

8 . (original) The method of claim 4: 

wherein the shipping data is organized into a set of shipping fields; 

wherein the collecting step include, the step of collecting additional sets of 
shipping data corresponding to additional contracts; . 

further comprising the step of grouping together those contracts having equivalent 
shipping data within at least one of the shipping fields; and 

wherein the soliciting step includes the step of soliciting bids for providing 
shipping services for the group of contracts. 

9 (original) The method of claim 4 wherein the soliciting step of includes the step of: 

soUciung bids for shipping services from apluraUtyofsmp^ers and shipping 

brokers. 

10 (original) The method of claim 4 wherein the soliciting step of includes the step of: 

displaying a predetermined set of shipping data on an internet exchange portal 
website acoeasible to shippers and shipping brokers. 

1 1 (original) The method of claim 4 wherein the facilitating step of includes the step of: 

collecting the predetermined set of bid evaluation criteria from the seller. 

12 (original) The method of claim 4 wherein the selecting step of includes me steps of: 

forwarding the bids onto the seller, and receiving a bid selection from the seller. 

13. (original) Themes 

selecting a bid with a lowest shipping price. 

14. (original) Tne method of claim 4 wherein the selecting step of includes the steps of: 
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selecting a default shipper if none of the bids conform to the predetermined set of 
bid evaluation criteria. 

1 5. (currently amended) A method for transactional flows within an internet exchange 
portal, comprisin g tho steps ot 

soliciting unused capacity for providing shipping services to buyers and sellers 
who participate in auctions facilitated by the portal from shippers ;-a«d 

receiving a set of bids from the buyers and sellers for the unused capacity; 

selecting aw mmnphu ver for shipping goods i n the unused capacity: and 

sending, automatically bv the portal if a seller agr ees to shin the goods in the 
unused capacity, the winning buver a shinning form to gaflw ^formation ahnut th^ 
goods being shipped in the unused capacity. 

1 6. (currently amended) A computer-usable medium embodying computer program code 
for causing a computer to align transactional flows within an internet exchange portal, 
comprisin g th e gtcpa of : 

facilitating an auction on the porta l for a sale of goods between a buyer and a 

seller; 

flftttr thy. fo ]Ygr a nd the seller agree for the sale of th ? goods, then collecting, bv 
the portaL a set of shipping data far a contract entered into between the buyer and seller 
resulting from th e sale of the goods auction : 

solicitin g, bv the portal, bids for shipping services for shipping the goods as 
required by the contract; 

receiving a set of shipping bids; and 

selecting a bid from the set of bids according to a predetermined set of bid 
evaluation criteria. 

1 7. (original) The computer-usable medium of claim 16 wherein the facilitating step of 
includes the step oft 
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facilitating a business-to-business auction on the portal. 

1 8. (original) The computer-usable medium of claim 16;". 

wherein the collecting step includes the step of collecting a contract 
consummation event; and 

further comprising the step of billing an auction services fee upon occurrence of 
the event. 

19. (original) The computer-usable medium of claim 16 wherein: 

the collecting step includes the step of collecting a bidding-period; and 
the receiving step further comprising the step of receiving a set of shippiijLg bids 
within the bidding-period. 

20. (original) The computer-usable medium of claim 16: 

wherein the shipping data is organized into a set of shipping fields; 

wherein the collecting step includes the step of collecting additional sets of 
shipping data corresponding to additional contracts; 

further comprising the step of grouping together those contracts having equivalent 
shipping data within at least one of the shipping fields; and 

wherein the soliciting step includes the step of soliciting bids for providing 
shipping services for the group of contracts* 

21 . (original) Hie computer-usable medium of claim 16 wherein the soliciting step of 
includes the step of: 

soliciting bids for shipping services from a plurality of shippers and shipping 
brokers* 

22. (original) The computer-usable medium of claim 16 wherein die soliciting step of 
includes the step oft 

displaying a predetermined set of shipping data on an internet exchange portal 
website accessible to shippers and shipping brokers. 

5 
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23. (original) The computer-usable medium of claim 16 wherein the facilitating step of 
includes the step of: . 

collecting the predetermined set of bid evaluation criteria from the seller. 

24. (original) The computer-usable medium of claim 1 6 wherein the selecting step of 
includes the steps of: 

forwarding the bids onto the seller, and 
receiving a bid selection from the seller, 

25. (original) The computer-usable medium of claim 16 wherein the selecting step of 
includes the steps of: 

selecting a bid with a lowest shipping price. 

26. (original) The computer-usable medium of claim 16 wherein the selecting step of 
includes the steps of: 

selecting a def&ult shipper if none of the bids conform to the predetermined set of 
bid evaluation criteria. 

27. (canceled) 
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